Old and New Europe Revisited

Workshop, Einstein Forum, June 26th, 2009, 10—18 pm

Chair: Susan Neiman, Potsdam

Program

10:00 am
Dominique Moïsi, Paris

10:30 am
Adam Krzemiński, Warsaw

11:00 am
Discussion

12:00 pm
Lunch


1:30 pm
Pierre Schori, Madrid

2:00 pm
Diana Pinto, Paris

2:30 pm
Discussion

3:30 pm
Coffee Break

4:00 pm
Vladimír Handl, Prague
4:30 pm
Karsten D. Voigt, Berlin

5:00 pm
Final Discussion

Six years ago Jürgen Habermas and Jacques Derrida led a group of intellectuals in calling for a common European foreign policy. Their appeal was a response to the political rifts that had formed between EU member states in the run-up to the war in Iraq. In January of 2003, the Bush administration began distinguishing between “Old Europe” and “New Europe” – between those who rejected the war and those who supported the U.S.-led coalition. The rhetoric was intentionally polarizing, but it also unmasked real fault lines created during the Cold War. The controversial debate triggered by the Habermas-Derrida initiative was ultimately about if and how these differences could be overcome.

Today, the political situation looks quite different. A new U.S. President is in office, an economic crisis threatens the world, and in Europe the Iraq War is generally seen as a humanitarian and strategic disaster. Yet the question of Europe’s political unity remains open.

The aim of the workshop “Old and New Europe revisited” is to take up this question once again. How divided are the countries of Europe – among one another as well as vis-à-vis the United States? Are the differences of opinion based on historically conditioned views or realpolitische considerations? Are there common values that can create a shared European identity, as Habermas believes? Values such as the separation of Church and State, social justice, and human rights?


Vor sechs Jahren plädierten Jürgen Habermas, Jacques Derrida und eine Reihe anderer Intellektueller für eine gemeinsame europäische Außenpolitik. Mit ihrem Aufruf reagierten die Philosophen auf die politischen Gräben, die sich im Vorfeld des Irak Krieges zwischen den EU Mitgliedern aufgetan hatten. In der US-amerikanischen Administration pflegte man zu dieser Zeit zwischen „Old Europe“ und „New Europe“ zu unterschieden — zwischen denen, die den Krieg ablehnten, und denen, die bereit waren, die von den USA angeführte Koalition zu unterstützten. Diese Unterscheidung war zwar polarisierend, offenbarte aber reale Meinungsunterschiede, die während des Kalten Krieges entstanden waren. Die heftige öffentliche Debatte, die von der Habermas-Derrida Initiative angestoßen wurde, ging im Wesentlichen um die Frage, ob und wie diese Unterschiede überwunden werden könnten.

Heute sieht die politische Lage gänzlich anders aus: Ein neuer U.S. Präsident ist im Amt, eine Wirtschaftskrise bedroht die Welt, und der Irak-Krieg wird in Europa weithin als humanitäres und strategisches Desaster betrachtet. Doch die Frage nach der politischen Einigung Europas bleibt weiterhin offen.

Mit dem Workshop „Old and New Europe Revisited“ soll die Diskussion wieder aufgegriffen werden: Wie gespalten sind die Länder Europas tatsächlich — sowohl untereinander als auch gegenüber den Vereinigten Staaten? Beruhen die Meinungsverschiedenheiten auf historisch bedingten Sichtweisen oder auf realpolitischen Überlegungen? Gibt es, wie Habermas meinte, Werte, die eine gemeinsame europäische Identität stiften können? Werte, wie die Trennung von Religion und Staat, ein größeres Vertrauen in die Politik als in die Marktwirtschaft, die soziale Gerechtigkeit, eine starke Beachtung der Menschenrechte?

Speakers

Vladimír Handl is a researcher at the Institute of International Relations Prague and a lecturer at the Institute of International Studies at Charles University. He has written extensively on German-Czech relations and the political left in Eastern Europe. His work includes Česká zahraniční politika 1993-2004: Úspěchy, problémy, perspektivy (2004; co-edited with Otto Pick), Germany and the Visegrad Countries Between Asymmetric Dependence and Partnership (2002), and Germany and East Central Europe Since 1990 (1999; with Joan Hon and Otto Pick).

Adam Krzemiński is a Polish journalist and expert on German-Polish relations. He has been editor of the Polish weekly Polityka since 1973, has guest-edited the German weekly Die Zeit, and has written for many other publications, including Die Welt and Perlentaucher. His books are Schuld & Sühne und Stolz & Vorurteil (2007; with Gunter Hoffman, Dirk Reinartz, and Lukas Trzcinski), Deutsch-Polnische Verspiegelung (2001), and Polen im 20. Jahrhundert: Ein Historischer Essay (1993). He is a recipient of the Federal Cross of Merit (1999), the Essay Prize of the Polish P.E.N. Club (1996), and the Goethe Medal (1993).

Dominique Moïsi is a founder of the French Institute for International Relations, where he works as a senior adviser. He is also visiting professor in the European Interdisciplinary Studies Department at the College of Europe and in the Department of Government at Harvard University. His most recent book, The Geopolitics of Emotion (2009), investigates the global impact of emotions. Moisi writes regularly on international politics and transatlantic relations for the Financial Times, The New York Times, The Guardian, Die Welt and Project Syndicate.

Diana Pinto is an intellectual historian and writer living in Paris. She is a senior fellow at the Institute for Jewish Policy Research and the director of the project “Rediscovering the European Common Good.” She has written widely on transatlantic issues and on Jewish life in contemporary Europe. Her autobiography Entre deux mondes (1991) is about her experiences living in Europe and the United States. She has been a Fulbright Fellow, and has received research grants from the American Council of Learned Societies, the Collegium Budapest, and the Einstein Forum.

Pierre Schori has had a long career in international diplomacy. From 1982 to 1991 he was Secretary General of the Swedish Foreign Ministry. Later he was a member of the Swedish Parliament and the European Parliament, where he served as foreign policy spokesman for the Social Democrats. Between 2000 and 2004 he was Swedish Ambassador to the United Nations, and between 2005 and 2007 he was special representative of the UN Secretary-General and head of the UN peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire. Since 2007, he has been director general of FRIDE, a Madrid-based think tank for European international policy. Schori has written many books, including The Impossible Neutrality—Southern Africa (1994) and Can the United Nations Manage the New Era? (1999). Schori’s most recent work is Los años de la semilla del mal (2008; “The Years of the Dragon´s Teeth”), a critical analysis of global international politics after September 11 and the Iraq War.

Karsten D. Voigt has been the coordinator for German-North American Cooperation at the German Foreign Office since 1999. Before assuming this position, Voigt was the foreign policy spokesman for the SPD in the German Bundestag and a member of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, of which he was President between 1994 and 1996. Voigt sits on the advisory boards of various foreign policy and educational institutions, including the German Council on Foreign Relations in Berlin, the Aspen Institute Berlin, and the Graduate School of North American Studies at the Free University in Berlin.

